
Friends of the Loxley Valley are celebrating the 
installation of new heritage signage along the 
trail between Malin Bridge and Rowell Bridge. 
Inspired by a talk at the group’s AGM by local history 
author Peter Machan, the project highlights the 
rich industrial heritage of the Loxley Valley and 
its role in Sheffield’s development. Together with 

the neighbouring Rivelin Valley, the area contains 
water power remains of international significance, 
reflecting the importance of historic mills and water 
wheels in Sheffield’s industrial growth. Although 
many Loxley sites were destroyed in the Sheffield 
Flood of 1864, they were rebuilt using advanced 
engineering techniques, and many important 

structures still survive today, including 
the listed buildings at Olive Mill and Low 
Matlock.
The new trail features three interpretation 
boards and four marker posts identifying 
historic industrial sites. QR codes on the 
signage link visitors to the Friends of the 
Loxley Valley website, where they can 
explore further information and historic 
photographs. Funding for the project was 
provided through grants from the Bradfield 
Parish Council Participatory Budget, 
Sheffield City Council North Local Area 
Committee, and contributions from Friends 
of the Loxley Valley members.

www.NorthBoundmagazine.co.uk | 1

Bradfield
Parish Council

Chairman’s 
Welcome

The year is flying away yet again, I can’t really believe 
I am writing about our summer Council meetings. At 
these meeting we discussed many issues, one being 
Citizen’s Awards. These awards are the Parish Council’s 
yearly recognition of parishioners who have gone the 
extra mile to help their communities. This year there 
are so many because of the dreadful pandemic and the 
various lockdown levels causing so many problems, and 
the many people who helped to keep things moving. 

It is almost impossible to mention individuals as there are so 
many, I would miss several, but on behalf of the Council I will just 
say THANK YOU to all who helped make the lockdowns more 
bearable, from  NHS workers to milkmen, postmen, parcel delivery 
drivers, teachers, supermarket workers and food delivery drivers - 
and everyone who I have missed. Work is ongoing with Sheffield 
Lakeland Landscape Partnership ‘working with water’ projects 
across the Parish working to solve erosion, reduce the risk of 
flooding and monitor rainfall levels. Sheffield City Council recently 
had a major planning review online with presentations from across 
the city. Where do you build an estimated 40,000 new dwellings? 
Mainly in the city Centre, if the survey results are adhered too. 

The Peak Park are developing an extensive Management Plan 
2024-29. The Peak Park has many issues to overcome. For the 
thriving and sustainable communities they require, huge numbers 
of visitors are essential to bring in the required income. However, 
as always, visitors bring problems. The building requirements 
within the Park is another huge mountain, where do you build new 
dwellings but still keep the integrity of the Park? These and many 
more issues are being carefully worked through in presentations, 
meetings and workshops. it is not a quick fix. 

Back in July we had the first meeting of Friends of Glen Howe 
Park. many interested parties have been talking about creating/
recreating this friends group for this jewel of a Park, now 
somewhat faded from its former glory. The Park was originally 
given to the people of Wharncliffe Side in 1917 by Joseph Dixon 
and John Mills. Then following reorganization of local government 
in 1974, Sheffield Council was given ownership. From the first 
tentative meetings, where myself, Nigel Clark, City Councilors 
Lewis Chinchen and Julie Grocutt advertised the creation of the 
Friends Group through social media, it has evolved into a fully 
constituted Friends Group, with a committee and draft plans both 
large and small for improvement to the Park. Advice has been 
taken from Sheffield Council Parks and Countryside department 

regarding how the friends group can compliment and enhance 
the maintenance work already being carried out within the Park 
boundaries, hoping to continue to maintain and develop this initial 
enthusiasm. Over the page there is a brief paragraph and photos – 
fingers crossed for the future of this new Friends Group.

Miriam Cates has resigned her Parish Council Oughtibridge 
Ward position. She hoped to combine Parish Council and MP roles 
as they both overlap. This was possible during the past 18 months 
as Parliament and Councils have been using remote meetings 
to continue business, but now it’s all face to face meetings her 
parliamentary commitment means she will be unable to attend 
BPC meetings from September. Reluctantly she has handed in her 
resignation. We wish Miriam the best for her future career.

I must mention this year’s start to the Parish Galas and Carnivals, 
next year let us all hope that we return to a full program of festivity 
and celebrations from all the Parish villages. This year, we wish the  
best of luck to all who are tentatively starting up their galas again.

Chairman Councillor  Stephen Bennett
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I am delighted to have been co-opted to serve on Bradfield Parish 
Council. Since moving to Oughtibridge a few years ago I’ve come to 
realise why our village is such a hidden gem. Beyond the amazing 
countryside, it is such a thriving community, demonstrated every 
June at the Gala in Coronation Park. 
As for me, I’m a former Chief Superintendent having spent more 
than thirty years as an officer in London. On moving to Sheffield in 
2013 I worked as an Immigration Officer, ran a small picture framing 
business and volunteered at my local library in Broomhill. 
Having been a public servant for many years and acquired plenty of 
life experience, I want to spend time making our village even better. If there is one thing I want for the 
village it is to help extend the Upper Don Trail along the valley to Wharncliffe Woods and Deepcar. 

Following the successful completion of Phase 1 of the 
Orchard and Wildflower Project at Dungworth Park, 
I’m delighted to share that the project has now moved 
into its second phase.

Building on the fantastic start made last year, this 
next stage will see further planting and development 
of the site, helping to strengthen the vision shaped 
by the community during our public consultation. 
It’s been especially encouraging to see continued 
involvement from local residents and Dungworth 
School pupils, whose enthusiasm and support are 
helping to bring this space to life.

With Regather continuing to lead the work, we 
are seeing the orchard and wildflower areas begin 
to establish themselves, creating a space that will 
support biodiversity, encourage outdoor learning, 
and provide a lasting asset for the whole community.

I’m incredibly proud of the progress so far and look 
forward to seeing this project continue to grow and 
flourish for years to come.

Councillor Tom Vickers
Chair of Bradfield  
Parish Council 

Update from Councillor Tom Vickers, Chair of Bradfield Parish Council

Dungworth Tree Planting Project – PHASE 2

Welcome Newly Elected 
Oughtibridge Ward 
Councillor David Chinchen 
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From left to right, Elesha Searles from the Sheffield and Rotherham Wildlife Trust, Nick Blaney and Diana Conheeney from Friends of the Loxley 
Valley, and Bradfield Parish Councillors Tom Vickers and David Chinchen.
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